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AREA

In spite of the fact that the Treaty of the Trianon reduced Hun-
gary to one-third its former size, it still has an area of 35,875 square
miles, or approximately the same as that of the State of Indiana. The
limited size of the nation is likely to create a problem in the future, for
the density of population is already great for an agricultural state, and
the increase in population is rapid. Thus the Hungarians are likely to
be forced either to practice more intensive forms of agriculture or to
turn their attention to an increasing degree toward industry and
commerce.

SITUATION AND BOUNDARIES

The present state of Hungary occupies the central part of the
Hungarian plain. Only on the west and the north does it touch the
highlands which border this giant basin. Its boundaries are largely arti-
ficial and political, rather than physical. It is true that the Drava and
the Danube bound it on the northwest and southwest, but unfortunately
they form ineffective barriers, for they unite rather than divide the
people of their valleys, and offer but slight obstacles to invading
armies.

The commercial advantages and political handicaps of such a loca-
tion are equally obvious. Seated athwart the Danube, the country has
water contacts with the Black Sea and with central Europe. Through
it pass the principal railway routes from western Europe to the Black
Sea and the JEgean. Toward the east rail lines lead across the Car-
pathians to Poland, and to the west they connect the nation with the
Adriatic at Finnic. Its commercial contacts with all portions of the
continent are thus excellent. Hungary has the added advantage of being
close to the great industrial centers of Austria, Bohemia and Germany,
with all of which it is connected by both rail and water. These consti-
tute large and important markets for its agricultural surplus, and can
provide it with needed manufactured goods.

From a political point of view, the nation's location and boundaries
have little to commend them. Hostile states surround it, except on the
west, and all of these states contain large Hungarian minorities which
tend to keep international feelings at the boiling point. No barriers
which might check military aggression lie between these states and
Hungary. These conditions, together with the unusually strong spirit